Painting Safety Rules

Preparation

· Wear dust masks when sanding

· Wear eye protection at all times

· Never sand materials containing lead (old paint)

· Use dust collection systems when possible

· Never grind in an area where painting is in progress (spark hazard)
When using stains, paints, and other finishes:

· Wear approved eye protection.

· Wear a respirator when spraying finishing materials.

· Avoid breathing fumes from toxic materials.

· Wear rubber or vinyl gloves to minimize risk of skin irritations when using a cloth or a pad to apply solvents, bleaches, stains, and finishes and when cleaning brushes.

· Wash your hands after using any finishing materials.

Finishing Room Safety

· Do all finishing in a separate, well-ventilated area specifically designed for finishing.

· Make sure the proper types of fire extinguishers are available in the room.

· For spraying, use a properly installed spray booth. Keep the spray booth clean and well maintained.

· Keep the entire area clean and free from spills.

· Never leave opened finishing materials unattended.

· Never use tools or machines that can cause sparks or start a fire in the finishing area.

Using and Storing Paint and Solvents

· Solvents emit dangerous fumes. Use only in a well ventilated area.

· Many solvents are extremely flammable. Keep all solvents away from sources of heat, sparks, and fires.

· Store paint and solvents in their original containers. If, for some reason, this is not possible, be sure the new container 's clearly labeled.

· Be sure to read and obey the labels on each type of solvent (refer to MSDS for complete list of hazards and precautions).
